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RESPONSE AND AMENDMENT - INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

This Response and Amendment is respectfully submitted by the Applicants in reply to the 
Office Action mailed March 20, 2003. A Petition for Extension of Time is concurrently 
submitted to extend the period for reply up to and including September 22, 2003 
(September 20, 2003 falls on a Saturday). 

In this Response and Amendment, Applicants submit their amendment to the 
specification and remarks. Each section begins on a new sheet, in compliance with 37 
CFR §1.121. The amendment to the specification is for purposes of claiming priority to 
U.S. Patent Application 09/308,034, and no new matter is added through this amendment. 




Respectfully Submitted, 



Kenneth J. Waite 
Reg. No. 45,189 
Roche Diagnostics Corporation 
9115 Hague Road, Bldg. D 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
Telephone: 317-521-3104 
Facsimile: 317-521-2883 
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